



A POSSIbLE ORDER Of TEACHING 








and	after	a	brief	 look	at	 possible	 foundations	 in	 scientific	 research,	
we	review	grammar	teaching	from	the	methodological	aspect	and	dis-
cuss	 the	 notion	 of	 pedagogical	 grammar.	We	also	 bring	a	 summary	















novnu	 školu,  2006),  it  is  not  content­oriented. Rather,  it  is  based  on 
learning outcomes, without much focus on grammar points or key vo-
cabulary. The focus of the new curriculum is on what students can do 
at  the end of a certain  level, and  this surely  is a good  thing.  It gives 























We must  point  out  that  suggesting  an  order  of  teaching English 
















can  handle  at  a  certain  stage  of  development. Lightbown  and Spada 
















ally  simpler  and has  a  clearer  form­meaning  relationship  is  easier  to 
acquire than something that is the opposite, at least for foreign language 




















Before discussing a possible order of  teaching  tenses,  in  the fol-
lowing part of the paper, we review grammar teaching from the meth-
odological aspect, and we take a brief look at the current curricula.






































should focus on  the meaning, and not  the form of  the grammar point 
(Pinter, 2006), and the second one refers to the fact that not everything 





evolved  from  an  either­or matter  to  an  attitude  that  both  approaches 
are needed  for  the  successful  teaching and  learning of a  foreign  lan-
guage (Bagarić, 2003; Cowan, 2008). Whereas the Grammar­Transla-
tion Method was all  about  explicitness,  and  the ensuing Natural Ap-
proach motivated by Krashen’s ideas in the 1980s (Krashen and Terrell, 
1983)  was  all  about  implicitness,  today’s  take  on  the  matter  leaves 




teaching,  is  reflected  in  the  current primary  school  curriculum  (Nas-
tavni	plan	i	program	za	osnovnu	školu, 2006). Based on her research 












second  and  foreign  language programmes  can help  learners  improve 
their knowledge and use of particular grammatical features”.
Sironić­Bonefačić (1999) emphasizes the importance of pedagogi-






troduced  in one year, dealt with more explicitly  in another,  and  then 
recycled  in  the  following,  expanding  its  uses  and  contrasting  it with 
other tenses. Jarvis and Pavlenko (2008, 218) point out the importance 














thors,  the best source of such  information up  to date  is  the Longman	
Grammar	of	Spoken	and	Written	English (Biber et	al., 2007) that was 
first published in 1999. Although it is not the only corpus­based gram-








figure 1.  Frequency of simple, perfect and progressive aspect in four registers  
                   per million words (based on Biber et	al., 1999, Figure 6.2)
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Table 1. Relative frequencies of use of finite verb forms 
                 (based on Kennedy, 1998, Table 3.15)



















Present simple 64.4 26.4 67.6 38.4 39.6
Past simple 18.3 58.5 14.4 48.2 31.3
Present perfect   4.8  2.7  5.3 3.1 4.0
Present 
continuous   5.4   0.9   4.4 1.4 2.2
Past perfect   0.4   3.4   0.9 4.1 2.0
Past continuous   0.9   1.1   0.4 1.4 2.2
Present perfect 
continuous   0.5   0.1   0.6 0.1 0.2
Past perfect 
continuous   0.01   0.2 – 0.1 0.1
All other verb 





in using  the most common verb  forms,  instead of going  for quantity 
and  requiring students  to master as many  tenses as possible, without 




2. Grammar in the current curricula
What grammar content should be taught in Croatian primary and 





























which deals with primary  school,  is because we wanted  to  show  the 
extent and progression of grammar content taught to Croatian students 
from year 1 of primary school to year 3 or 4 of secondary school.
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Table 2.  Selected grammar content in current primary and secondary 


















































After  a  short  review  of  the  principles  of  teaching  grammar  and 






latter: we do not believe  that exposing learners  to a variety of  tenses 
throughout a year is an issue; however, we would argue that the teach-
ing of tenses (in a more formal way) should be based on the progression 




3. What, when, and why





start with  their  immediate  surroundings  and  the  present moment  be-
cause  of  their  cognitive  abilities  and  attention  span  (Patekar,  2014). 
That means it makes more sense to start learning a present tense before 
a  past  tense  or  a way of  expressing  future. The most  common  tense 







his	 parents…),  or  news  headlines. However, when we  start  teaching 
it  in  the  lower years,  the  focus  is  always on permanent  situations or 
things that happen regularly. To express this meaning in Croatian, we 
use prezent  (present), which  can  also  express  past  and  future  events 








future events. Again, when  first  taught explicitly  to  students,  it  is  its 






on	Fridays, in	summer, on	weekends, usually, rarely, etc., and present 
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Table 3.  Comparison of the morphological and structural variability of present  
                 simple and present continuous







































Table 4.  Forming questions in Croatian present tense and in present simple 


















to  refer  to  themselves as part of a group  (we) and  then  to  talk about 
other groups (you, they). By the time children reach year 4, they can dif-
ferentiate among I, you, he, she, it, we and they, but this does not mean 
they do not have problems using pronouns. For that reason, it may make 
sense  to start with  the  tense with  less variability  in  terms of number, 
and that is – present simple. In present simple, learners need to pay at-
tention only to third person singular. In year 4 the system of pronouns 

























such as yesterday, last	weekend, five	minutes	ago,	when	we	were	young, 




portraits.). Past  simple corresponds  to  the Croatian perfekt  (perfect), 
the most common of the four past tenses (Silić and Pranjković, 2007). 
In  contrast  to English past  simple, perfekt  requires  an  auxiliary verb 








with – did – and  they need  to  remember  to “put”  the verb back  into 
the present tense. Overall, there are fewer things to worry about than 
when using present simple or continuous. For that reason, and because 




to  express  future  time  (Carter  and McCarthy,  2010; Greenbaum  and 
Quirk, 1998). Instead, we use modal auxiliaries will and shall together 










































































for, so far, recently, in my life, to date, up	till	now with present perfect, 
yesterday, last	week, two	months	ago, on	Monday, the	other	day with 
past simple) or implied. We should, however, bear in mind that some 
time adjuncts, such as already, once, this morning, before, recently, to-
day can be used with both tenses (Carter and McCarthy, 2010).























































recycle  that  tense  through  use  in  different  contexts  and  for  different 
purposes (when possible). This does not mean that students should not 
be exposed to several tenses at once. On the contrary, teaching materials 





























should master  English  grammar  by  gradual  accumulation.  Grammar 
should be  taught  in a way  that  combines  implicit  and explicit  teach-
ing and  learning, and  it  should be  taught  in context and always with 






context  (available  teaching hours,  learners’ native  language,  learners’ 
communicative needs) in which they select grammar content and teach 
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